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possibly erase. %t I see," Dr. Sasaki once said, s4 that
they are holding a trial for war criminals In Tokyo
just now. I think they ought to try the men who
decided to use the bomb and they should hang them
all."
Father Kieinsorge and the other German Jesuit
priests, who, as foreigners, could be expected to take a
relatively detached view, often discussed the ethics of
using the bomb. One of them, Father Siemes, who
was out at Nagatsuka at the time of the attack, wrote
In a report to the Holy See in Rome, " Some of us
consider the bomb in the same category as poison
gas and were against its use on a civilian population.
Others were of the opinion that in total war, as carried
on in Japan, there was no difference between civilians
and soldiers, and that the bomb itself was an effective
force tending to end the bloodshed, warning Japan to
surrender and thus to avoid total destruction. It
seems logical that he who supports total war in principle
cannot complain of a war against civilians. The crux
of the matter is whether total war in its present form
is justifiable, even when it serves a just purpose. Does
it not have material and spiritual evil as Its consequences
which far exceed whatever good might result ? When
will our moralists give us a clear answer to this
question ? '* "
It would be impossible to say what horrors were
embedded in the minds of the children who lived
through the day of the Bombing in Hiroshima. On
the surface their recollections, months after the disaster,
were of an exhilarating adventure. Toshio Nakamura,
who was ten at the time of the bombing, was soon